
In the spring of 2015, journalist Connor Towne O'Neill-visiting Selma,
Alabama, on the fiftieth anniversary of Bloody Sunday, when black
protesters were beaten on the Edmund Pettus Bridge-stumbled upon a
meeting of a neo-Confederate group calling themselves the Friends of
Forrest. Their mission: to keep alive the memory of Nathan Bedford
Forrest, one of the most effective, and vicious, Confederate generals and
the first leader of the Ku Klux Klan. Just two months later, Dylann Roof
killed nine black worshippers in a church in Charleston, South Carolina, in
an attempt to start a new race war. The juxtaposition of these events sent
O'Neill down a rabbit hole of exploration into the newly raging fights over
Confederate monuments-the history these memorials tell and the history
they obscure.
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